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SEPTIC TANKS 

487. Mr F.M. LOGAN to the Minister for Health:  

As a former Minister for Water Resources, a general practitioner, and now the Minister for Health, the minister 
would be fully aware of the health implications arising from exposure to human waste as a result of collapsing 
septic tanks and leach drains.  

(1) Does the minister stand behind the advice given by the Department of Health to the Water Corporation 
in 2006 that the state of septic tanks in the five outstanding Spearwood infill sewerage areas are 
designated high risk? 

(2) Does the minister accept the statements made to this house by the Minister for Water in justifying the 
infill sewerage funding cuts that the remaining 64 areas to be completed in Western Australia have been 
defined and accepted as low health risk?  

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

(1)-(2) As Minister for Water Resources previously, I certainly had considerable involvement with the great 
infill sewerage program the Liberal government put in place. I recall that at the time we were spending 
$80 million to $90 million on that program over a 10-year period. It was a great initiative of the former 
government. During that time, priority was given to those areas that were deemed to be at the higher 
end of risk—those areas at greatest risk were done first. The infill sewerage program was implemented 
progressively through our term of government. In my last year as minister we spent in the order of 
$90 million on infill sewerage. From a health point of view, I have had this discussion with the member 
for, I think, Nollamara. Is that right?  

Several members interjected.  

Dr K.D. HAMES: I do not know the name of the member’s electorate. I cannot hear what he is saying. I need to 
know his electorate.  

Mr T.G. Stephens: He said Balcatta.  

Dr K.D. HAMES: When the member for Balcatta was Minister for Water Resources, he and I discussed the 
potential health benefits of infill sewerage. When I first got into government, the person I defeated, Hon Keith 
Wilson, had had bores drilled in the Yokine electorate to see how much septic waste seeped into the local water 
system. The results all came back negative. Nevertheless, the opportunity arises to establish infill sewerage with 
the redevelopment of property. There are twin areas: first, we might think that septic systems have the potential 
in their own right to pollute the local environment, but a lot of studies have shown that that very seldom occurs. 
The member needs to address the local effects in his electorate. The reality is that his government halved the 
funding for that infill sewerage program and significantly delayed the rate at which it was being developed. 
When the member for Cockburn was a minister in government, he had the opportunity to have some input into 
the timing of the particular projects in his electorate. If he failed in eight years of government, in boom times, to 
place areas of significant environmental risk at the top of the tree, he failed his electorate.  
 


